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I rise today in support of the rule for the CLEAR Act which would,  among other provisions,
provide full and dedicated funding for the Land  and Water Conservation Fund.   

Congress created LWCF in 1965 on the principle that some funds  from the sale and extraction
of oil and gas from federal lands be used  for the protection of important lands and waters; so
they remain  available for the enjoyment of all Americans. Only once in 45 years has  LWCF
received its full funding. 

      

My colleagues on the other side of the aisle say that the  $2.00 per barrel conservation fee will
be an undue burden on consumers.  One fourth of a cent per gallon at the pump, 2 cents per
tank, is well  worth it for preserving Yellowstone, the Everglades, a battlefield, or  building a
local park in Shrewsbury or a playground in Lawrence  Township. 

  

This bill ensures that $900 million will be provided annually  for LWCF without appropriation and
achieve a long-awaited, much-needed  balance between resource extraction and resource
conservation. I urge my  colleagues to support it. 
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